
Memorial Day Humor 

Military etiquette 

Officer: Soldier, do you have change for a dollar?  

Soldier: Sure, buddy. 

Officer: That's no way to address an officer! Now let's try it 

again. Do you have change for a dollar? 

Soldier: No, SIR! 

Communication Breakdown... 

The reason the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines squabble among themselves is 

that they don't speak the same language. For example, take a simple phrase like, 

"Secure the building." 

• The Army will put guards around the place.

• The Navy will turn out the lights and lock the doors.

• The Air Force will take out a 5-year lease with an option to buy.

• The Marines will kill everybody inside and make it a command post.

Jeep in the mud 

During training exercises, the lieutenant who was driving down a muddy back 

road encountered another car stuck in the mud with a red-faced colonel at the 

wheel. "Your jeep stuck, sir?" asked the lieutenant as he pulled 

alongside. 

"Nope," replied the colonel, coming over and handing him 

the keys, "Yours is." 



Stars 

The Company Commander and the First Sergeant were in the field. As they hit the 

sack for the night, the First Sergeant said, "Sir, look up into the sky and tell me 

what you see?" 

The CO said, "I see millions of stars." 

1st Sgt.: "And what does that tell you, sir?" 

CO: "Astronomically, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies and 

potentially billions of planets. Theologically, it tells me that God is 

great and that we are small and insignificant. Meteorologically, it tells 

me that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. What does it tell 

you?" 

1st Sgt.: "Well sir, it tells me that somebody stole our tent." 

GI Insurance 

Airman Jones was assigned to the induction center, where he advised new 

recruits about their government benefits, especially their GI insurance. 

It wasn't long before Captain Smith noticed that Airman Jones had almost a 100% 

record for insurance sales, which had never happened before. Rather than ask 

about this, the Captain stood in the back of the room and listened to Jones's sales 

pitch. 

Jones explained the basics of the GI Insurance to the new recruits, 

and then said: "If you have GI Insurance and go into battle and are 

killed, the government has to pay $200,000 to your beneficiaries. 

If you don't have GI insurance, and you go into battle and get 

killed, the government only has to pay a maximum of $6000." 

"Now," he concluded, "which bunch do you think they are going to send into 

battle first?" 



CIA Assassin test 

The CIA had an opening for an assassin. After all the background checks, 

interviews, and testing were done, there were three finalists. Two were men and 

one a woman. 

For the final test, the CIA agents took one of the men to a large metal door and 

handed him a gun. "We must know that you will follow our instructions, no 

matter what the circumstances. Inside this room, you will find your wife sitting in 

a chair. Kill Her!!!" 

The man said, "You can't be serious. I could never shoot my wife." The agent said, 

"Then you're not the right man for this job. Take your wife and go home." 

The second man was given the same instructions. He took the gun and went into 

the room. All was quiet for about five minutes. Then the man came out with tears 

in his eyes. "I tried, but I can't kill my wife." The agent said, "You don't have what 

it takes. Take your wife and go home." 

Finally, it was the woman's turn. She was given the same instructions, to kill her 

husband. She took the gun and went into the room. Shots were heard, one shot 

after another. They heard screaming, crashing, banging on the walls. After a few 

minutes, all was quiet. The door opened slowly and there stood the woman. She 

wiped the sweat from her brow. "This gun is loaded with blanks", she said. "I had 

to beat him to death with the chair." 

A Boy Named Sue 

A guy was telling about this girl Sue who disguised herself as a man and 

joined the army. 

"But, wait a minute," said his friend, "She'll have to dress with the boys 

and shower with them, too, won't she?" 

"Sure," replied the guy. 

"Well, won't they find out?" 

The guy shrugged. "Who's gonna tell?" 



Why Rednecks Make Good Soldiers 

Dear Ma & Pa: 

Am well. Hope you are. Tell brother Walt & brother Elmer the Marine Corps beats 

working for old man Minch by a mile. Tell them to join up quick before maybe all 

of the places are filled. 

I was restless at first because you got to stay in bed till nearly 6 a.m., but am 

getting so I like to sleep late. Tell Walt & Elmer all you do before breakfast is 

smooth your cot and shine some things. No hogs to slop, feed to pitch, mash to 

mix, wood to split, fire to lay. Practically nothing. Men got to shave but it is not so 

bad, they git warm water. 

Breakfast is strong on trimmings like fruit juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc..., but kind 

of weak on chops, potatoes, ham, steak, fried eggplant, pie, and other regular 

food. But tell Walt & Elmer you can always sit between two city boys that live on 

coffee. Their food plus yours holds you till noon, when you get fed again. It's no 

wonder these city boys can't walk much. 

We go on "route" marches, which the Platoon Sergeant says are long walks to 

harden us. If he thinks so, it is not my place to tell him different. A "route march" 

is about as far as to our mailbox at home. Then the city guys gets sore feet and we 

all ride back in trucks. The country is nice, but awful flat. 

The Sergeant is like a schoolteacher. He nags some. The Capt. is like the 

school board. Majors & Colonels just ride around & frown. They don't 

bother you none. 

This next will kill Walt & Elmer with laughing. I keep getting medals for 

shooting. I don't know why. The bulls-eye is near as big as a chipmunk 

and don't move. And it ain't shooting at you, like the Higgett boys at 

home. All you got to do is lie there all comfortable and hit it. You don't even load 

your own cartridges. They come in boxes. 

Be sure to tell Walt & Elmer to hurry & join before other fellers get into this setup 

& come stampeding in. 

Your loving daughter, Gail 



Time Check 

On some air bases the Air Force is on one side of the field and civilian aircraft use 

the other side of the field, with the control tower in the middle. One day the 

tower received a call from an aircraft asking, "What time is it?" 

The tower responded, "Who is calling?" 

The pilot replied, "What difference does it make?" 

The tower replied "It makes a lot of difference. 

If it is an American Airlines flight, it is 3 o'clock. 

If it is an Air Force plane, it is 1500 hours. 

If it is a Navy aircraft, it is 6 bells. 

If it is an Army aircraft, the big hand is on the 12 and the little hand is on the 3. 

If it is a Marine Corps aircraft, it's Thursday afternoon and 120 minutes to "Happy 

Hour". 

Fighter Pilots 

Q: How do you know if there is a fighter pilot at your party? 

A: He'll tell you. 

Q: What's the difference between God and fighter pilots? 

A: God doesn't think he's a fighter pilot. 

Q: What's the difference between a fighter pilot and a jet 

engine? 

A: A jet engine stops whining when the plane shuts down. 

Military Truisms 

• "Aim towards the Enemy." [Instruction printed on US rocket launcher]

• When the pin is pulled, Mr. Grenade is no longer our friend. [From a US Field Manual]

• Cluster bombing from B-52s is very, very accurate. The bombs always hit the ground.

• Whoever said the pen is mightier than the sword obviously never encountered 
automatic weapons.

• Don't ever be the first, don't ever be the last, and don't ever volunteer to do anything



• If your attack is going too well, you are walking into an ambush.

• If you find yourself in a fair fight, you didn't plan your mission properly.

• Don't draw fire; it irritates the people around you.

• No combat-ready unit has ever passed inspection.

• Any ship can be a minesweeper . . . . once. 

• If the enemy is in range, so are you.

• Tracers work both ways.

• Friendly fire isn't.

• Five second fuses only last three seconds.

• Never share a foxhole with anyone braver than you are.

• The problem with taking the easy way out is the enemy has already mined it.

• Incoming fire has the right of way.

• The quartermaster has only two sizes: too large and too small.

• If you can see the enemy, he can see you.

• And never tell your Platoon Sergeant you have nothing to do.

The Prayers of Officers 

One day, three O-6s were hiking together and unexpectedly 

came upon a wide, raging, violent river. They needed to get to 

the other side, but had no idea of how to do so. 

The Air Force Colonel called out to God, praying, "Please God, 

give me the strength to cross this river." 

POOF! 

God gave him big arms and strong legs, and he was able to swim across. It did, 

however, take him more than an hour and he almost drowned a couple of times. 

Seeing this, the Army Colonel played to God saying, "Please God, give me the 

strength and tools to cross this river." 

POOF! 

God gave him a rowboat and oars. He was able to row across but it still took 

almost an hour, it was very rough, and he almost capsized several times. 

The Navy Captain saw how things worked out for the other two. So when he 

prayed to God, he said, "Please God, give me the strength, tools, and the 

intelligence to cross this river." 

POOF! 

God turned him into a Marine Lance Corporal. He looked at the map, hiked 

upstream a couple of hundred yards, and walked across the bridge. 




