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The King & I Activities 

 
 
Thai Customs Thailand has a unique culture and etiquette. Learn and discuss ways 

that Thai culture is the same or different from what you are familiar 
with: Culture and Customs. Thai people have a unique and traditional 
way of greeting and showing respect called the Wai. Practice with 
residents how and when to Wai. 

 
 
 

Thai Food Thai food is delicious and unique. The dishes are made from interesting 
and traditional ingredients. Give your residents a chance to 
sample some popular Thai dishes. Look for a local Thai restaurant 
to deliver food or cook some of these recipes with residents. 
Pad Thai Miang Kam 

 
 

 
Buddhism The main religion in Thailand is Buddhism, but Hinduism is also widely 

practiced. Learn more about the beliefs and practices of these two 
religions by inviting guest speakers to share their religion with 
residents. Or learn more from online sites: Buddhism and Hinduism. 

 
 
Banned The musical/movie was actually banned in Thailand for a certain time. 
Hold an intellectual discussion group with residents of the history of the country 
and their view of the musical. King & I banned in Thailand. 

https://www.afsusa.org/countries/thailand/#:%7E:text=Thai%20families%20are%20bound%20by,see%20them%20expressing%20extreme%20emotions.
http://learnthaiwithmod.com/2013/08/when-and-how-to-wai-properly/
https://www.recipetineats.com/chicken-pad-thai/
http://www.templeofthai.com/recipes/miang-thai-appetizer.php
http://www.buddhanet.net/e-learning/5minbud.htm
http://hinduism.about.com/od/basics/p/hinduismbasics.htm
http://www.nybooks.com/blogs/nyrblog/2015/may/19/thailands-banned-king-and-i/
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King & I Script Encourage residents, staff, and even guests to rehearse and 
perform short scenes from the script of The King & I. 

 
 
 

Thai Games Thai children enjoy a variety of creative and imaginative games. 
Discuss with residents the rules for some of these games and the 
differences and similarities to some of the games they may have 
played as children. As an intergenerational activity, invite young 
children to your community for a day of fun and games. The 
residents can be the teachers of the games. Pok Deng, Mon Sonpa, 

 
 
 

Thai Dancers A traditional Thai dance performance, along with the 
beautiful costumes and music, is a truly magical experience. Invite a 
local dance group to perform at your community or share this online 
video clip. Thai dance performance 

 
 
 

Polka In one of the most popular scenes from The King & I, Anna and the King 
dance the polka to “Shall we Dance.” Some residents might already be 
Polka experts, but for those who want to get some exercise and learn a 
new dance this video is helpful. Learn the Polka 

 
 

Royal Ploughing Royal Ploughing is a religious and civil ceremony marking the 
beginning of the rice-planting season. Learn more about Royal 
Ploughing. Celebrate this Thai food staple by planting and 
maintaining a small rice paddy in your outdoor space. Enjoy cooking 
and eating a Thai rice dish with your residents. 

http://www.intronvaria.com/waihekechoral/KingAndI/KingAndIScript.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pok_Deng
http://pooy38.blogspot.com/2009/09/mon-sonpa.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FLLOQ45Fag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVnfVUWiBTU
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Ploughing_Ceremony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Ploughing_Ceremony
http://www.food.com/recipe/thai-coconut-rice-63446
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Songkran Celebrate the Thai New Year, Songkran, the Thai way with some fun 
water play using water bottles or small squirt guns. The 
water play symbolizes cleansing and rejuvenation. This 
would also be a fun intergenerational activity. 

 
 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin Harriet Beecher Stowe’s book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, featured in 
The King & I is an anti-slavery American novel. Create a book club to read 
and discuss the book and its significance within The King & I story. 

 
 

Grand Palace The King of Siam and his family lived in the Grand Palace. 
Take a virtual tour of this magnificent structure. 

 
 
 
 
Elephants Elephants have played an important part in the history of Thailand and 
in the culture today. Learn more about how the Thai people 
embrace the elephant in their daily life. Also learn the 
origination of the “white elephant gift.” Elephants in Thailand 

 
 
 

Crafts Decorate your community with some of these beautiful crafts made by 
your residents or with the help of young guests. 

Floating lotus leaves 

Elephant crafts 

Cupcake paper lotus flowers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songkran_(Thailand)
http://www.ushistory.org/us/28d.asp
http://www.bangkok.com/attraction-palace/grand-palace.htm#promo
http://www.thaizer.com/culture-shock/the-elephant-in-thailand/
http://www.crayola.com/lesson-plans/floating-lotus-leaves-lesson-plan/
https://artsycraftsymom.com/20-enormously-cute-elephant-crafts-for-kids/
https://www.diynetwork.com/how-to/make-and-decorate/crafts/how-to-make-paper-flowers-using-cupcake-liners

